Working in partnership with support services in the era of the "new genetics".
Patient care in the "new genetics" era encompasses not only the diagnosis of a genetic condition or risk, but also managing the psychosocial, familial and ethical sequelae. Partnerships between the medical professional and expert clinical genetics services, support groups, registries and genetics education services provide a framework for this management. More than 750 Australian support groups assist individuals and families with genetic conditions through contact with peers, information and education resources for patients and professionals, practical advice about coping and advocacy.